
 

  

  

Dear Friends at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church: 

 

As Philippians 4:4 states, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice.”  

 

As we well know, this is easier said than done at different times in our lives.  Over the 

next few weeks, we will hear stories of rejoicing always – in the good, and the 

challenging – as individuals and as community. I hope you will take a few moments 

each week to reflect on how you rejoice with God in all circumstances.   

 

This week, we begin with the good.  We have much to celebrate in the church – from 

babies being born and baptized to First Communion and Confirmation to Weddings 

and even celebrations of life eternal – from worshipping together in person (and 

singing together!) to working together in outreach to our community.  God is certainly 

good and we see it here all the time.  I pray you also see and rejoice with God in your 

own lives – in work, in play, in family and friends.     

 
• This year, our son Jackson celebrated his first communion on May 23.  While our 

extended family members couldn't join us due to COVID concerns and some other 

health challenges, we felt God's joy and love as he "showed up" for us on that 

day!  We felt so much pride watching Jackson take this step forward in his journey 

of faith, as well as deep gratitude that God entrusted us to raise, teach, and care 

for Jackson.  Even though our celebration as a family was small and intimate, it 

was no less joyful knowing that God's work will continue with Jackson as he grows. 

Dan & Kristin Barlette 
 

How are you rejoicing with God in the good parts of your life this week?  Take a 

moment and thank God for being with you always.  
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Chelsea 

 

Rejoice Always: 
In the Good Times 
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RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED TO GIVE 

It is a fundamental spiritual and psychological principle that life 

and its gifts are to be used and shared. Life cannot be hoarded or it 

turns in upon itself and you lose it. “Whoever would save his life 

will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

(Matthew 16:25) We each have a deep inherent need to give. To 

give is to live! 

But unfortunately, instead of focusing on our own need to give, all 

too often we center on the need of the church to receive. The 

church does seek our support but we must remember it is God’s 

Church and it will prosper and flourish in God’s own good time 

whether we give to it or not. The wonder of it all is what God 

invites us to be a part of--God’s church and to experience the joy 

and blessing of generously supporting and extending its mission.  

Just as a coin, Christian giving has two sides. For too long, we 

centered mostly on the side entitled “The Need of the Church”. We 

need to begin concentrating on the side headed “My Need to Give” 

for giving is an integral part of spiritual life and growth. 

Rejoice Always 
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