“EXTRA MILE GIVING” GUIDELINES

(Previously known as “Special Appeals”)

The theological philosophy at Good Shepherd is to encourage our members to give freely, joyously and from the heart.  We encourage and promote the concept of tithing and proportionate giving.  Tithing is an offering of 10% of your income to the ministries of Christ.  Proportionate giving is where a member or member family strives to increase their annual giving by a certain percentage each year as they move toward and beyond tithing.  Our goal is to try to educate the congregation as to why we give (in thanks to God) and that our offerings should be given regularly and joyously.  

The Stewardship Ministry Team established and adopted certain guidelines to be followed in processing requests for Special Appeals.  The Social Ministry and Stewardship Ministry Teams have discussed and updated these guidelines to promote renewed enthusiasm for our mission to help all in need.  Each quarter we will review requests for new giving opportunities so our requests are not planned one year in advance, limiting our ability to give when a need arises.

1. A special appeal (now called “EXTRA MILE GIVING” ~ EMG) is defined as any request to the congregation for the donation of money or goods that need to be purchased, i.e. not used items such as clothing, furniture or tools that are already in the household. 

2. All these appeals need to be submitted to and approved by the Social Ministry Team, prior to any advertising of the program or presentation to the congregation.

3. All Extra Mile Giving Appeals must be supported by the “3 sponsor rule” which means at least three members need to embrace the appeal and be responsible for it.  

4. This giving appeal must be for outreach and not for use of GSLC members.  This does not include the cost of emergency capital repairs or designated youth events (as stipulated in the Children & Youth Ministry Team Event Funding Policy).
5. EMG Appeals should be expected to achieve significant results.  Significant result in monetary terms is defined as $500 or greater. This is to avoid hitting the congregation with numerous small appeals that wear on their good will and thus hinder our ability to raise funds in more necessary situations.  It was felt that we should be able to find funds (under $500) within other areas of the church financials, (i.e. operating budget, dedicated funds) to fund these smaller items.  With each appeal, we need to look carefully at the existing missions supported in our budget already. Also, where possible, sponsors should try to arrange for matching funds.

6. By the first of March, June, September, and December, all requests for EMG Appeals to be held during the next quarter must be presented to the Social Ministry Team, using the attached Extra Mile Giving Request Form. All requests will be reviewed and submitted to Council for their endorsement.  Groups will be notified of the approval or decline of the appeal after that meeting.  

As we continue to focus on annual proportionate growth giving, when we prepare our annual spending plan, we budget for certain line items in benevolence.  Examples of past benevolence giving have included ELCA World Hunger, ELCA Disaster Response and Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ.

In addition, the Social Ministry Team budgets funds to support other local ministries such as Somerset Jail Chaplaincy, Somerset Chaplaincy to the Elderly, the Food Bank, SHIP, the Franklin House, IHN, Somerville Home for Temporarily Displaced Children, and the Resource Center for Women & Families.  Moreover, Christian Education offerings are annually used to support ministries such as the Food Bank, ELCA World Hunger, the Blanket/Tools of Hope Appeal, and the GSLC Stitchers.

Beyond our planned benevolence giving, EXTRA MILE GIVING (EMG) provides us additional opportunities to respond joyfully to the many needs of those around us ~ locally and globally.

Adopted by the Stewardship Committee – January 2003, November 2005 and February 2006

Revised by the Social Ministry Team and the Stewardship Ministry Team – March 2009, November 200, August 2010
Revised by the Social Ministry Team – October 2017

EXTRA MILE GIVING APPEALS 

REQUEST FORM

NAME OF APPEAL:



THREE members sponsoring the appeal:   


Name 

Telephone Number
	1.
	
	     

	2.
	     
	     

	3.
	     
	     

	Contact Person: 
	     
	Date Submitted:  
	     


EXTRA MILE GIVING APPEALS include requests for congregation members to donate funds or new items (i.e., not used goods) in addition to their regular offerings.  These appeals are considered an auxiliary part of Good Shepherd’s overall stewardship program and are coordinated by the Social Ministry Team.  All requests to conduct these appeals should be submitted to the Social Ministry Team by the sponsoring group by March 1, June 1, September 1 or December 1.  Requests are then reviewed by the  Social Ministry Team.  They are then submitted for approval by the Congregation Council on a quarterly basis.

- - - - - Please complete the top section of this form and enter information below for all of the items that apply. - - - - -
What do you want to collect?  Be specific about what goods and/or money you want to ask for.

	     


Who will receive the goods/money collected?  Include the name of the organization or the type of individuals.

All monies collected should be given to the organization within 30 days through Good Shepherd’s Treasurer.
	     


	Proposed Appeal Period
	Beginning Date
	     
	Ending Date
	     

	Second Choice
	Beginning Date
	     
	Ending Date
	     


How do you plan to publicize this appeal? Check all that apply and provide details* where requested.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Newsletter article

Who will write it and which month will it be in?

Check with Joan Grace for the deadline.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Narthex display RECOMMENDED
What type?  Small easels, tables, bulletin boards and trifold display boards are available.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Faith Talk
See Adult Ministry Chair to schedule the time. 

Worship Folder Insert

Contact Laura Meerovich for layout.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Collection Bin     

We have standard blue ones for item collections that can be used – group just needs to make 8 ½ x 11 sign for cover and/or front.


	*Provide details here
	     


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

For Ministry Team use only. Do not write below this line.

Date(s) scheduled:
Approved?

Notes:
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