
 
 

Scripture  ~  Luke 23:39-43 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Reflection for Adults 
The Botanical Gardens just north of Chicago are stunning places of natural 
beauty. In late fall, the gardens are filled with massive plantings of 
chrysanthemums in every imaginable hue. In winter, the beautiful, twisted 
limbs and branches of barren trees are on full display against the dark sky. 
In the spring, tulips, daffodils, and crocus make their way up through the 
thawing ground. And at the end of summer, the air is perfumed with the 
scent of roses making their last appearance before fall sets in again. In 
short, the gardens are a little slice of paradise.   
Take a look at the picture. A garden of flowers appears to be emerging from 
the base of the cross. Paradise seems to be starting to bloom.  
The message of this eleventh station is that, for those who place their trust 
in Jesus, paradise begins to blossom…right here, right now. But just like the 
botanical gardens, there is a creative cycle in the paradise of life. 
Sometimes things are blooming all around us. Sometimes beauty is lying 
dormant for a while underneath a frozen earth. And sometimes things must 
wither and die in order to be renewed and reborn. This is all part of the life 
of paradise. But the promise of Jesus to the thief, and to us, is that today 
you can live with him there.    

Going Deeper 
• Jesus promised the criminal that today he would be with him in paradise. 
What do you think about the idea that paradise begins here and now?  
• How might it change the way you practice your Christian faith to believe that 
we do not have to wait until we die in order to live in paradise with Jesus? 

Reflection for Children 
There were two criminals crucified alongside Jesus on the day he died. One 
of them made fun of Jesus. But the other one knew that Jesus done nothing 
wrong. Because the man was a criminal, he thought that God didn’t love 
him. But Jesus loved the man very much, and promised him that he would 
be able to live in paradise with him forever.  

Discussion with Children 
• What do you think heaven looks like?  
• Have you ever wondered what happens to people when they die?  


