
 

Scripture  ~  Mark 15:1-5; 15 
15 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the 
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3 Then the chief priests accused 
him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See 
how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no further 
reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over 
to be crucified. 

Reflection for Adults 
Chances are you have probably never heard of Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. 
That’s because we know her by another name: Mother Teresa. By eighteen, 
she answered God’s call to move to India, and joined a religious order of 
nuns who helped the poorest of the poor in that country. Teresa dedicated 
the rest of her life to serving those whom society had judged as unworthy of 
love. Where others judged people based on their position in society, Mother 
Teresa judged them based on their position in the reign of God. In fact, she 
is quoted as saying, “If you judge people, you have no time to love them.”   
At this fifth station, we find ourselves standing with Jesus in Pilate’s 
judgement hall. He is tired and dirty from a sleepless night, humiliated by 
the spitting, and hurting from the slaps of those who wish to mock him. His 
clothes are ragged and torn. And he is hungry.  
Most of us have probably encountered someone on a street corner holding 
their hand out, asking for assistance of some kind - people who look tired 
and dirty and hungry. We begin to judge. We forget to show love.  
After the chief priests judged Jesus, Pilate handed him over to be crucified. 
Sadly, this is also what happens when we judge others, rather than loving 
them. Look at the picture. Notice all the fingers pointing in judgment. What if 
instead they were all extended with a handshake of solidarity for the person 
judged wrongly? Fingers pointed in judgment will never find time to love.  

Going Deeper 
• How might you focus more on loving others rather than judging them?  
• What concrete actions could you take to love someone whom others think 
is unlovable? 

Reflection for Children 
Imagine what it must have felt like for Jesus on the night he was arrested. 
He was not given anything to eat, he was not allowed to sleep, and he had 
to walk from place to place all over Jerusalem. The soldiers spit on him, and 
called him names. And then the chief priests accused him of many untrue 



things. But Jesus did not hate them. Instead, he loved them the same way 
God loves us when we are unkind, and treat others with disrespect. 
Sometimes the things we do make Jesus very sad. But just like Jesus loved 
the people who had treated him wrongly, God loves us and always wants us 
to try better to follow God’s ways.  

Discussion with Children 
• Have you ever thought less of someone because they didn’t have nice 
clothes or a beautiful house?   
• How do you think it would feel to be that person?  


