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THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE
Jesus said “I am the good shepherd. The sheep hear the
shepherd’s voice and he leads them. They follow him because
they know his voice.” John 10:11, 3-4
SUNDAYS AT GOOD SHEPHERD Inside this edition
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Mission Statement: Forgiven by God’s grace and led by God’s love, we are:
+ Gathered to worship and learn ~ + Strengthened to follow Christ and + Equipped to serve
...For the sake of the world.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

All are invited to attend “
Somerville’s MLK, Jr. Service IaH*VE_-_"-'_"-"' .,
of Commemoration on DReam..

Sunday, January 15, 2012 at 4:00 PM.
The site of the service TBA.
Also welcome are youth or young adults who wish to
participate in the service as soloists or ensembles
(vocal or instrumental) that lift up themes such as di-
versity and unity. Please contact Pastor Chris if you
wish to participate in the service.

February §, 8:15 and 11:00 AM

Calling all Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts and

Troop Leaders who would be Willing to
assist with worship at either service.

Worshlp stewards needed include:

o Ushers

e Offering Bread and Wine

o Reader of the lessons
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Welcome Teams after each service

Creating and staffing a display table in the

narthex
If you are interested in serving, please contact either
Kyle Mountney (fellow Boy Scout and coordinator of
Boy Scout Sunday) or Pastor Chris.

Canned Soup Collection
Sunday, February 5

OF CARING

Please bring canned soup to wor-
ship! We will collect and tally
the cans of soup and report the figure to the Souper
Bowl of Caring. Our goal is to donate over 400 cans
of soup to the Somerset County Food Bank.

;"], New Member Classes
" to Begin in Mid-February

g "' "\ All are welcome who wish to join in mem-
“UTTT bership with Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. Each session will explore the mission of
GSLC and how one’s faith journey is strengthened by

participating in the life of the faith community.

Further details to be announced.

ef Newsletter articles for next issue are

DLn due Sunday, January 15
DEA 1 This issue will cover February 5-March 3.

All are Welcome

Spaghetti Dinner with Homemade
Meatballs and Sauce

Saturday, February 11, 2012
5:30 — 7:00 PM at church

Free ticket(s) in the Narthex beginning January 29.

A free will offering will support our youth attending
the 2012 Youth Gathering.

‘."?'-. o £ If you would like to dedicate Altar
T : Flowers, the 2012 Altar Flower Chart
is available on the kiosk.

‘ *
mlart‘:ﬂ“m
Please use the Altar Flower offering envelopes lo-
cated there and place in the offering plate.

CHRISII'MAS 'CARID‘S

Recycle Your
Christmas Cards

Starting January 8, there
will be a box in the Narthex where you can recycle
your old Christmas cards. The children in the Day-
care will be using them for crafts and to make
cards and tags for next year. Please remove any
personal information.

Bountiful Living Response

If you haven’t submitted a 2012
commitment card yet, please
prayerfully consider doing so today.
Additional commitment cards and envelopes are
available at the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

To return your card:
e Place it in the offering plate during Worship

e Mail it to the church office, attention Susan Capetta
e Leave it in Skip Schaeffer’s mailbox at church

||

i

Community Groups N A =
Meeting at Good Shepherd At A
AA on Mondays, 8:00 - 9:00 PM [ ]

ESL (English as a Second Language)
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 AM
Will resume Thursday, March 1
Contact Hunterdon County Educational
Services Commission at 908-806-2795 for
information.
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Forum on Capital Plan

Sunday, January 15 at 9:45 AM

Donna Walsh, Program Manager for the Capital Plan,
and the project managers of current projects along with
a finance representative will give an overview of the capital
plan, including monies pledged and collected to date as well as
planned projects and their timelines and estimated expenses.
Come and learn about the progress being made to keep God's
house in good working order.

Forum on 2012 Spending Plan

Sunday, January 22 at 9:45 AM

Join us as members of the Finance Team review the results
from 2011 and the 2012 Spending Plan that is being considered
for approval at the Annual Congregational Meeting.

The forum is the time to ask questions and be heard, so please
plan to attend.

Copies of the 2012 Spending Plan will be in the narthex on
Sunday, January 15.

Congregational Financial Meeting

Sunday, January 29, 9:00 AM (between services)
NO Sunday Church School or Adult Forum
Childcare provided throughout the morning.

Hear a review of our 2011 finances and
adopt 2012 Spending Plan.

Update on Capital Improvement
Projects

Our capital fund-raising campaign, “Lifting
Us Up, Caring for God’s House,” has re-
ceived $121,200 to date. Our short term goal
is to collect $150,000 by June 2012 to pay
for the boiler replacement and the drainage/
paving project. An additional $150,000 is
needed by 2013 for the remaining projects,
including the replacement of the siding on
the church.

The replacement of the boiler which heats
Luther Hall and the daycare will cost ap-
proximately $20,000 thanks to the generosity
of Dorsey Finn. Dorsey is donating his time
and labor to install the boiler for us. The
work is scheduled for Dec 9-11.

Engineering design work is underway for the
drainage/paving project.

Your contributions are helping to make Good
Shepherd a safer, warmer, and more inviting

place for our staff, congregation, the daycare,
and our guests. Contributions are still needed

to fund these projects.
i
of

Thank you for any support
you can provide. In Need of Repair

NC D NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. Matthew 22:37

The NCD Health Team is ready to announce and implement the first goal for our congregation to help us grow in
Passionate Spirituality. Our ministry will be called Faith Connects, and it will provide opportunity for all mem-
bers to receive and react to a daily electronic devotion, received via email. Our goal is to have at least 50 people
participating. Our team has been receiving a devotion for the past few months from a Lutheran Church located in
Springfield, Illinois, and has been using it as a way to connect with God and each other, and we’re now ready to

share it with you! Faith Connects was designed to:

Provide a means to invite God into your life in the midst of your everyday routine via a brief daily devotion.
Enhance your worship experience by providing additional scripture insight on Sundays with an in-depth devotion.
Create a common thread of devotion to connect our members to God and each other.

Tickle your taste for more, because the more you know God, the more you want to know Him better!

We will begin our sign-up for Faith Connects on Sunday, January 8 and 15 after each service. All that is required

is your email address!

Once the distribution of the devotions is underway, we will provide opportunity for you to react via Facebook or

online chat to share how God is speaking to you through this ministry.

We are still hard at work, so please remember to keep our Health Team and our church in your prayers!
For more information, please see the NCD Health Team members - Dan Groth, David Rochow, Jan Schnitzlein,

Janine Shugan (chair), Dave Wirth
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:We Spread Cheer

ENovember and December are busy months. At Good

i Shepherd, we reached out to those in need. We asked,
E and you responded. Your generous gifts through our
1 various appeals made a difference in the

' lives of those around us.
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Food Bank Staffing

During January, Good Shepherd
provides volunteers to staff the
Somerset County Food Bank’s local
Somerville distribution site on Saturdays from
9:15 AM to 12:30 PM.

Sign up on the kiosk. It only takes a few hours on a
Saturday morning to serve our neighbors in need.
Coordinator - Dave Slavin

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
A Ministry to the Homeless ’

We will host IHN guests the week of
January 22-29, 2012
Check the kiosk for opportunities to help.

IHN provides shelter, meals, and support services
to families without homes through a cost-efficient
and effective community response to family home-
lessness.

Coordinator—Bill Jonat

BlAod

DRIVE

Monday, January 23
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Somerville Elks, 375 Union Avenue,
Bridgewater (just blocks from church).
Drive is held on the 4th Monday each month.

Homeless Point in Time Count
for Somerset County.

We support the annual survey of homeless individu-
als in Somerset County by collecting personal care

items and toiletries, like toothpaste, soap, deodorant,

combs, toothbrushes, mouthwash, etc.

Place donated items in the bin in the
Narthex by Sunday, January 22.

The survey takes place on Wednesday, January 25.
Arbor Glen Worship
We will gather in the Holly Center on

Sunday, February 12, 1:15PM } ‘ |

Sign-up sheet on the kiosk if you can help or call
Janice or Sandy.

Coordinators: Janice Reinhardt & Sandy Alexander

THRIVENT OPPORTUNITIES

Have You Voted your Thrivent Choice $$$$ Yet?

Thrivent benefit members have until March 31, 2012 to vote
and allocate their assigned 2011 Thrivent Choice dollars. Af-
ter that, all unallocated dollars return to the national pool for
2012. Over $4,000 has been allocated in 2011 to Good
Shepherd by Thrivent members, which can be used to up-
grade the facilities in Luther Hall including the sound system,
audio visual & lighting. You can also vote your dollars to
support our Daycare ministry by selecting Good Shepherd
Christian Daycare when you vote. Not sure if you have dol-
lars to vote — contact Dave Wirth, Glenn Pfister, Judy Pfister
or your Thrivent representative to help you.

Thrivent Congregational Advocate

In 2011, GSLC received over $29,000 in support of its ministries
from Thrivent Financial. How did this happen? Well, the Con-
gregational Advocate made it happen through a combination of
Care in Community grants, Thrivent Builds and Thrivent Choice
programs.

A Congregational advocate is a GSLC Thrivent member
(benefit or associate) who interfaces with the Chapter Board
and the congregation to help identify and facilitate opportuni-
ties for grants and education. Each congregation can have up
to 8 advocates. We currently have 1. The more advocates
there are, the easier the job, the more organized the team and
the more dollars and programs for Good Shepherd. Interested
in finding out more about these positions— pick up a job
description from the Thrivent bulletin board outside Room B
or see Judy Pfister

A training course for new Congregational Advocates for
Good Shepherd will be held on Wednesday, January 18 at
7:30 PM at GSLC. Sign up on the kiosk if you plan on at-
tending.

Are you at a Turning point in your life?

Considering a Career Change?

Then consider choosing a career with an organization that
shares your values and gives you the opportunity to change
lives for the better.

If you are passionate about helping others, giving back to
your community, finding meaningful work, and working with
a strong organization with a long history of caring for others,
consider a career as a Thrivent Financial representative. As a
Thrivent Financial representative, you would be part of a faith
-based membership organization that helps members become
financially secure and support their communities.

To find out more, pick up an information page from the
Thrivent bulletin board outside rooms A/B.
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Sunday Mornings

9:45 - 10:45 AM

(childcare available)

Jan. 1 No Adult Forum

Jan. 8 The Christmas Love of Gift Giving

Jan. 15  Update on Capital Campaign Fund and
Project Planning

Jan. 22  Presentation of our 2012 Spending Plan

Jan.29  No Forum — Annual Meeting at 9:00 AM

Bible Study

ALL ARE WELCOME

EEER

Bible Study

Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM
Jan. 5 at Mary Khoury’s home
Jan. 12 at Marty Pillsbury’s home
Jan. 19 at Sandy Alexander’s home
Jan. 26 at Connie Zylman’s home
Coordinator: Jeanne Locke

Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 PM
January 4 we will begin a study of the Old Testament
book of Ruth.

Coordinator: Joan Grace

diakonia
ém A 2-year spiritual formation and theological
education to deepen your faith. This is an
ongoing 12-course study of 5 sessions each.
Classes meet on Tuesday Evenings. Open enrollment.

During January Rev. Bruce Davidson will lead a course
on Christian Ethics. Contact Joan Grace if interested.

Saturday Book Discussion
Saturdays, January 7, 14, 21~9:30-11:00 AM

“Birth of Christianity” by John Dominic Crossan.
Come for a lively discussion about the early church and
the impact on us today for mission and ministry. Led by
Dan Groth, Cathy (Hunter) Thornton and Don Stiger.

ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE 18-35
PROJECT CONNECT

(mfﬂ_w'ot “Shining In; Shining Out”
Exploring Life’s Sacred Spaces

January 4-8, 2012, Manhattan, New York

A Winter-Break Vocational Discernment Retreat for
Young Adults ages 18-30

Visit website at www.projectconnect.org for info.

VOCARE

Thursday evening, January 5 through

Sunday evening, January 8 at Good Shepherd

A spiritual renewal weekend for young adults, 19-35

The weekend is a joint ministry of the Episcopal
Diocese of Newark and the NJ Synod.
Contact Donna Newton for more information.

Lutheran Men in Mission Master
All men are welcome to join us for Builders
breakfast and interesting discussions. B I

Saturdays, January 7 and 21
7:30 AM in Luther Hall

Coordinator: Dean Levin

60+ers

Join us for good fellowship, interesting
programs and refreshments on the 2nd
Wednesday each month at 1:00 PM at church.

Wednesday, January 11
.Topic - "A Go(u)lden African Safari"

All of the sights of Africa without airport security
issues and no room and board when you get there. The
best of refreshments are free. What an afternoon!!
Presenters - Bonnie and Ed Gould

Coordinator: Ed Kunkel

-

YV’

- Coming in February - “Focus on Hunger”
Read and Discuss ‘Exodus From Hunger’ by David Beckmann, a Lutheran pastor, President of Bread for

the World and winner of the 2010 World Food Prize. Learn how we can make changes that will reduce hun-
ger and poverty in the US and around the world. Books will be available for sale or purchase E-book to partici-

pate in discussion.

o Hear from the Lutheran Office on Governmental Ministry. NJ is among six states with a significant increase in
2010 in children who qualify for free lunches. Learn how you can make a difference in our state’s economic

policies that impact hunger.

e See a documentary “Dive” about hunger and food wasted in the US that could feed most of the poverty stricken

families in US.

e Support our young people collecting cans of soup on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5.
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Women of the ELCA at Good Shepherd %4

Sisters of Ruth

ALL women of GSLC are invited to join us as

<
%@o
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we share devotions, fellowship and discussions.

Monday, January 23, 1:00 PM at church for a

planning session for Lutheran World Relief health kits.

Coordinator: Sandy Alexander

Mark Your Calendar Now

Friday March 23 — Sunday March 25, 2012
“From Peace to Prayer”

For all GSLC Women and friends.

Daughters of Eve

Informal gathering with a focus on women’s issues and

outreach projects.

% Experience God’s promise of peace
% Grow in your spiritual life of prayer

¥ Connect with women of faith through
discussion, fellowship and worship.

The best of 10 years of women retreats.

On January 17 we will host the Annual Women’s Game

Night (below). Check your email for ways you can help.

See you there!

We are looking forward to Yoga with Chris Duque in

February.

Note that this will be a two-night retreat in the new

Christ Center at Crossroads Outdoor Ministries.

in

Coordinators: Pat Whitehead and Joan Grace

Registration materials will be available

January 2012.

ALL WOMEN INVITED

ANNUAL GAME NIGHT Tuesday, January 17 in Luther Hall
Chili Dinner at 6:30 PM
Games start at 7:00 PM

Sponsored by Daughters of Eve

Be sure to sign up on the kiosk
An opportunity to play a variety of games ~ win prizes ~ enjoy fellowship

Back by popular demand - White Elephant Exchange
Did you get a gift you really don’t want? Bring it wrapped and let the fun begin.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Saturday, January 7, 10:00 AM

Knitting and crocheting shawls for the
sick, grieving and homebound. We
provide yarn and instruction - you
provide the time and hands. Our
projects are supported by Thrivent
Financial.

We have lots of new yarn. Learn how
to knit or crochet a shawl.

For info, contact Connie Zylman.

Shepherd Stitchers
Mondays, 6:30 PM

January 9 and 23

February 6 and 20
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM

January 10 and 24

February 7 and 21

Creating quilts and other projects to
share with others around the world.

Janice Brunsbach is our experienced
and patient teacher who welcomes
everyone. . WS { /

All are welcome to participate in any or all of these groups.

No experience necessary — all supplies and instruction provided.
_____________________________ e e T

Crafteers
Meets Wednesdays, 9:30 AM
Year-Round

Creating mementos celebrating
events in our church family.

Join us on Wednesday mornings
as we enjoy coffee and fellowship
while we work.

_Or_

Create at your leisure at home.
Kits are available.

Coordinator: Joan Grace
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G Christian Day Care

and Pre-School
NAEYC Accredited

e We collected and distributed hats & mittens to
the Women’s Resource Center.

e Our Christmas Pageant was wonderful. The
children did a great job re-enacting the
Christmas Story.

e This month the teachers will be talking about
hibernation, snow, winter, and winter animals
in the classrooms.

e We will also be having our Parent/Teacher
Conferences in February.

o We have limited, ongoing enrollment for our
regular daycare & preschool program, as well
as our Before And After School program (for
Adamsville children only), or available to
those who can provide transportation to or
from the Center.

e Registration for summer & fall 2012
enrollment, will begin in February for
currently enrolled children and church
members.

If you have any questions about our programs,
please call Anjali or Pat at 908-704-0080 or email
us at daycaredir@gslutheranchurch.org.

Head to the Heart vy
Confirmation Ministry for
Grades 7 and 8

Head to the Heart is a
parent-involved small group
confirmation ministry that equips
parents/guardians to be active participants in the faith
life of their children in grades 7 and 8.

Lessons & Discussion

Doea!

15 very NEaR YOIU

DEUTERONOMY 30:14, NIV

7™ & 8" Grade Youth & Parents/Guardians*
Wednesdays, January 11, 18, February 1, 15
7:00-8:30 PM
* Parents/Guardians required to attend one
Wednesday per month

Community Fellowship & Servant Learning

Souper Bowl of Caring Blitz - February 4
Souper Bowl of Caring Collection - February 5

Baptism Bash (

Saturday, January 14
from 10:00 — 11:30 AM

for families with children ages 3 — 8.

Join us for a multi-sensory learning experience about
baptism and water.

Families will be able to decorate candlesticks for
home Baptism celebrations, find the branch of a fam-
ily tree to mark their baptism, read and hear stories
from the Bible about God’s love for us, play with
water and decorate a placemat to take home.

Refreshments will be served.
Sign up on kiosk.

Spaghetti Dinner
Calling all Chefs Grades 9-12

Dinner Preparation and Setup
Friday and Saturday
February 10 and 11, 2012

The free will offering at the dinner will help our youth
toward their goal of $2,500 to build a well and support
the youth who are traveling to the ELCA Youth Gath-
ering in July 2012.

ELCA Youth Gathering “100 Wells
Challenge”

Help youth change the world. ELCA World Hunger is
concerned about the growing lack of clean water, es-
pecially among people who live in poverty around the
world and in the United States. Yes, there are people
in the United States who don’t always have access to
clean water.

ELCA youth have the opportunity to support the clean
water challenge by donating to the "100 Wells Chal-
lenge" in conjunction with the Gathering. Just $2,500
will build a well that can bring clean water to as many
as 500 families at a time. The 100 Wells Challenge
unites the hopes of Lutheran youth across the coun-
try to raise $250,000 and build 100 wells or support
water projects where they are needed most.

ITis N "““W
A\ID IN YOUR


http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger.aspx

YOUTH MINISTRY - CONTINUED
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MIDDLE ScHoOL

Middle School Retreat
Friday, March 23 thru Sunday, March 25
at Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center

Parent/Y outh info session Sunday, January 22,
12:30 or immediately following the 11 AM service.

f A time for God-time in the outdoors
(and indoors) which means music,
i ) games, Christian serving and more!
Cost $100
Late fee $120 after Feb 5
Register by February 5

JUNIOR HIGH ScHooL
HEPING

Junior High Servant Trip to
Washington, DC

-

With a Grateful Heart
June 25-30, 2012

HANDS

For youth completing Grades 7,8,9 in June of 2012

Parent youth info session January 8, 12:30 or imme-
diately following the 11 AM service.

Registration date: January 15
Cost $300.00
In need of financial assistance - contact Lynda Pullis.

Registration for this event closes very, very quickly.

If you would like to participate, please attend the youth/
parent info session or contact Lynda Pullis at 908-685-
1660. x21 or email lynda@gslutheranchurch.org

SENIOR HIGH ScHoOL

2% % New Jersey Synod
.~ Senior High Retreat

e WA
7 Winter Youth Ass

S5 M Ji L
Come spend a weekend apart from your regular life
with friends—brothers and sisters, really - experiencing
the loving presence of the Living God! A great weekend
of fun, worship, servanthood, lots of music and new

friends!

embly

February 17-19, 2012

Who: Sr. high youth grades 9-12 & their adult sponsors

Where: Harvey Cedars, Long Beach Island

Cost: $125 (scholarships available)

Registration deadline: January 22, 2012
$145 late registration after January 22

Register online only www.njsynod.org/youth

Event Coordinator: Lee Zandstra
Ltspgirl@yahoo.com; 610-952-8705

Event Registrar: Debbie Crawford
dcrawford@njsynod.org; 609-586-6800

Music led by our awesome Synod Youth Band!
Interested in being in the Band?
Contact Tara Zigler: joe.zigler@verizon.net

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING
citizens with the saints

July 18 — 22, 2012
New Orleans, Louisiana
For Youth in Grades 9-12

citizens with the saints
Ephesians 2:14-20

We gather as citizens with the saints to learn to
love like Jesus by practicing discipleship through
peacemaking that works for justice.

GSLC 2012 Gathering Team

Alayna Fuller Marisa Gallicchio
David Hepburn Chris Mone
Eleanor Pillsbury Emily Schwiederek
Amanda Velcheck

Prep Nights,
Sundays, 6:30 — 8:30 PM
January 8 February 12 March 11
April 1 May 6 June 10

July 8
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Homebound Members

T Peg Bernhardt % Joy Johnson . )
T Joan Bowden £ Joe Kmet T Louise Baldwin
T Margaret Cotton & family upon & Loretta Grace 7 Emily Blenderman
the death of Margaret’s brother, % Greg Reinhardt T Ruth Lombardy
William “Knobby” Rostron % Darrell Ringler T  Andrew Martiny
i Linda Froehlich % Lois Ringler T Nancy Mastrianni
T Vilma Horensky T  Arlean Meck
T  Gail Velcheck
aptisms
7 Donald Steven Walters, born September 24, 2011, baptized November 27, 2011.
 Trevor Daniel Bowser, born August 3, 2011, baptized December 4, 2011.
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY ON THEIR BIRTHDAYS
1/2  Grace Schwiederek 1/10  Lynn Francesconi 1/22  Danielle Bonastia
Julia Weniger Alayna Fuller James Bonastia
1/3  John Luke Newton 1/11 Millie Kunkel 1/23  Christie Finn
1/4  Janice Brunsbach Joyce Shotwell gﬁthe;i@ Marlin
Skip Fuller Gary Bouwmans ris Reier
Madison Horensky 1/12  Debbie Keich 1/25  Julie Burt
Anthony Truncale Ken Shiloff Caleb Jorgensen
1/5  Susan Fenyar 1/14 Evelyn Kruck Christina Messner
Mary Khoury Marisa Lohse 1/26  Connie Zylman
Don Stiger Kevin Dimperio :
Katie Fenyar Madeline Andrews 127 Fred@1e Norway
Rachel Eilers David Bowser
1/15 Sara Velcheck 128 Kevin M
/6 Mildred Snyder Emily Schwiederek evin Matarazzo
Lynn Wirth Emily Lockwood
1/16 Loretta Grace .
1/7  Ashley Yang Eric Jacquish 1/29  Chelsea Reinhardt
1/8  Matt Scholl 1/17 Stephen Engler 1/30  Diane Gorsky
Sara Calder Scott Jacquish Martin Linton
9 T B ) . Rick Eilers
anya bowser 1/18 Charlie Thieme Simone Blackwood
Jean Brechman Denna Markey
) 1/31 Nick DeGirolamo
1/20  Jessie Benscoter

Nicole Zustra

If your January birthday is incorrect or not listed here, please call the church office. Thanks.




